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Freda Herndon:  We also did similar with those layoff aversion grants that we were able to secure for CARES Act.

Small Business Support

We did small businesses. We targeted those funds for small businesses. We serve a 13-county geographic area. It's a large area; very, very small counties all the way up to larger metropolitan areas. So we decided that we needed to do something specific for small businesses.

So in one town, there was a small radio station that applied for funding. They needed a tower improvement to improve their rates so that they could stay stay afloat during the pandemic. So that was one of the neat things we were were able to fund. A lot of restaurants and small businesses needed upgrades to technology. They needed iPads to be able to do curbside pickup and delivery. So a lot of things like that where we were able to just financially help with an unexpected need, and that was very rewarding for us. It was a lifesaver for some of our businesses.

And again, just helped solidify some of those relationships that we worked so hard to establish. We did a lot of take-out restaurant kinds of things, like people who had never offered curbside service before, just helping people find the resources they needed, such as to-go boxes. There was a shortage of to-go boxes when the pandemic first started. So we were able to share some best practices and share where people were finding things.
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