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Slide #1:
National Farmworker Jobs Program
* Voices from the Field *

Slide #2:
LAYLA
* Single Mother *
* Learned about the NFJP from flyer *
* NFJP training as an accounting clerk *


LAYLA: My Dad has been a farmworker for about 34 years now. So, he has done it his whole life.  And he continues to do so, I mean, he will still move from town-to-town. We don’t move with him anymore, that was when we were younger, but he moves across California and he follows whatever season. 

It is an honorable job. And you really do earn your money with the sweat off your forehead. 

Slide #3: How did you qualify for the National Farmworker Jobs Program (NFJP)?

LAYLA: As they were getting my information, they asked me if anyone, any of my parents were farmworkers. And so I said, yeah, my Dad is a farmworker. And they said you might be able to qualify for getting your whole tuition paid for, because of your Dad. I mean it opened doors for me. What he does opens a lot of doors for me. There is a lot of opportunities out there, you just have to look for them.
Slide #4: How will you feel when you finish your training as an account clerk?
LAYLA: When I walk out the door I think I am going to feel like an extreme success. I know that it is going to be a pride and joy to my family. To my dad. I know that I will able to – I will have more knowledge. You know? And I will be able to put it to use. And you can keep going if you want to. Right? With college. With a university. You can get a degree. But right here you walk out with the experience, knowing exactly what it is you are supposed to do.
Slide #5: What would you say to others thinking about participating in the National Farmworkers jobs program (NFJP)?
LAYLA: As a society, we sometimes feel like improvement isn’t really there for us. Or because you’re in a specific field or working a specific job, that you don’t really have the opportunities that other people might have in order to find a better life for you and for your family. 
But there is! I mean, it is about pushing yourself.  Because, it is because of these programs that you can move on to better things. It is about not giving up.  And you keep moving forward. 
I love my Dad, and he has worked so hard his whole life to provide for his family. He is one of my motivations. And he wants me to succeed. He tells me, “I don’t ever want to see you working in the fields. I want you to do better than I ever did.” And I will.
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