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June 5, 2020
 
We have important work to do, urgently.

Widely-known and well-documented racial disparities in health, social, and economic
outcomes have undermined community prosperity for decades, a trend accelerated by the
Great Recession and the rise of the platform economy.
The Corona Virus pandemic exposed black and brown Americans to additional risk because
people of color are overrepresented in insecure jobs subject to layoff, and also in "essential
jobs" (often low-paying) where many continued to work during government-imposed
shutdowns at great risk to themselves and their families.
The death of George Floyd at the hands of law enforcement and subsequent eruption of
ongoing protests in communities across the country have been clear reminders of what our
data have been telling us – that the effects of systemic racism are profound and ongoing.

We can do more to eliminate racial inequity. The effective and ethical use of data is a critical step
toward that end.
 
We know that many of you are working hard to make race, equity, and inclusion more central to the
data work we do together and to our conversations about evidence-based policy and practice. We
will collaborate with you on this mission in coming convenings, communications, and interviews. If
you have specific requests now, don't hesitate to get in touch (Maureen_Sarver@spra.com,
Kristin_Wolff@spra.com).
 
This Month: Fewer Resources, Deeper Content
May's MBW newsletter was packed. (Here it is again in case you didn't get to it.) This month we've
included five resources that speak directly to the issues, challenges, and opportunities you've
raised in recent weeks: money, reopening & recovery, and learning in real-time. Let us know
what you think. 
 
News for WDQI Colleagues and Web Convening Guests: 

Many thanks to the Rhode Island team and partner RIPL for sharing their experience as
one of the first states to launch the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program (PUA)
during our May 12, 2020 convening.  

https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2020/01/09/trends-in-income-and-wealth-inequality/
https://tcf.org/content/report/racism-inequality-health-care-african-americans/?agreed=1
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/11/01/how-wealth-inequality-has-changed-in-the-u-s-since-the-great-recession-by-race-ethnicity-and-income/
https://policynetwork.org/opinions/essays/the-platform-economy/
https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/how-covid-19-affecting-black-and-latino-families-employment-and-financial-well-being
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/08/us/coronavirus-pandemic-race-impact-trnd/index.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52928304
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/protests-george-floyd-police-06-02
mailto:Maureen_Sarver@spra.com
mailto:Kristin_Wolff@spra.com
https://publicate.it/p/P3tbS0146479
http://ridatahub.org/datastories/
https://www.ripl.org/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/coronavirus
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We're looking forward to the June 24, 2020, Round VI State Showcase online convening.
In addition to showing off their grant-supported products, we'll also be asking the Round VI
teams to discuss real-time COVID crisis lessons important to all of us.
We are inquiring about opportunities to host an online convening with our SLDS partners
in lieu of the canceled STATS-DC and other data conferences this year. Stay tuned. 
Thanks to our DOL partners (hat-tip David Lipnicky) for sharing the new location of the ETA
#COVID19 response resources and FAQ's and intel regarding the UEI replacement of the
D-U-N-S® number.
We're pleased to add interviews with the California and Colorado teams to our podcast
archive. If you are a Round VII grantee, we'll be scheduling with you soon as part of our
New Now series.

A Word About Accessibility
"It's hard to apply for benefits on a cell phone." Workforce agencies, schools, colleges, libraries
(and their parking lots), small businesses, and private citizens are boosting wifi signals and sharing
devices to help one another. The Digital Divide has taken on new urgency in 2020 as the internet
has become a lifeline. Thank you for your work in making information accessible to date. Let's
continue to raise the bar.  

Take care of each other out there.
 
❤ 
Kristin Wolff (@kristinwolff), Editor
Maureen Sarver (@maureensarver) & the SPR/BrightHive Support Team
 

Five Resources for the New Now

$10M Inclusive Growth and Recovery Challenge
Data.org seeks proposals from anywhere in the world. Jobs of the Future: Leave No Worker
Behind is one of three key topic areas. (Many of you will be keen on the other topics, too). If

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/coronavirus
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/planned-uei-updates.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13AbRtJD-ZksqUNIWolW95XSS1G7fzmIVGPZnz9_mqE8/edit#heading=h.j66rimwt7g4x
https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2020/04/in-the-covid-19-era-the-wheels-on-the-bus-increasingly-bring-wi-fi/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2020/05/08/parking-lot-wi-fi-way-life-many-students
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/05/technology/rural-america-digital-divide-coronavirus.html
https://slate.com/technology/2020/04/how-to-share-wifi-neighbors.html
https://www.data.org/challenge/?utm_campaign=data.org%202020&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=88102737&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_GYXxMnQrohymj3DjwK40cOhnaFEPEp5fchiTXH518eu3MxCi_0CeIqc1MM49oqhix8f_18DcLbV7S5OHS4ShlJQZd0MKBnG4-MUIbA5jJW21Ykg&utm_content=88102737&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.data.org/challenge/?utm_campaign=data.org%202020&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=88102737&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_GYXxMnQrohymj3DjwK40cOhnaFEPEp5fchiTXH518eu3MxCi_0CeIqc1MM49oqhix8f_18DcLbV7S5OHS4ShlJQZd0MKBnG4-MUIbA5jJW21Ykg&utm_content=88102737&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.data.org/challenge/?utm_campaign=data.org%202020&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=88102737&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_GYXxMnQrohymj3DjwK40cOhnaFEPEp5fchiTXH518eu3MxCi_0CeIqc1MM49oqhix8f_18DcLbV7S5OHS4ShlJQZd0MKBnG4-MUIbA5jJW21Ykg&utm_content=88102737&utm_source=hs_automation
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you have an idea for using data and data science to help workers find security in precarious
times, submit a proposal by July 17, 2020. Government agencies welcome! 

  data.org

Workrise: A Research-to-Action Network
Urban has its own funded research partnership call Workrise that seeks to develop and share
actionable evidence on what works to shore up workers’ economic security during the COVID-19
crisis and promote longer-term upward mobility. Up to $2M to support research, pilots, a
clearinghouse, and more. Proposals due June 29, 2020.

  urban.org

Mapping How Data Can Help Address COVID19
We've shared GovLab resources before because they are so good. Here's a resource-packed
roadmap for collecting the right data now, in the midst of the COVID19 crisis, and using it to build
back better, courtesy of Andrew J. Zahuranec and Stefaan G. Verhulst. The section on economic
need applies directly to workforce data champions like you. This might just be the resource you
need to help think through your approach to Data.org and Workrise proposals.

  medium.com

https://www.data.org/challenge/?utm_campaign=data.org%202020&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=88102737&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--_GYXxMnQrohymj3DjwK40cOhnaFEPEp5fchiTXH518eu3MxCi_0CeIqc1MM49oqhix8f_18DcLbV7S5OHS4ShlJQZd0MKBnG4-MUIbA5jJW21Ykg&utm_content=88102737&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.urban.org/workrise/rfp-rfi/rfp-information-loi-form?cm_ven=ExactTarget&cm_cat=WorkRise_RFP+Announcement_Practitioners&cm_pla=All+Subscribers&cm_ite=Request+for+Proposal+(RFP)&cm_ainfo=&EA&email&WorkRiseRFP&Practitioners&
https://www.urban.org/workrise/rfp-rfi/rfp-information-loi-form?cm_ven=ExactTarget&cm_cat=WorkRise_RFP+Announcement_Practitioners&cm_pla=All+Subscribers&cm_ite=Request+for+Proposal+(RFP)&cm_ainfo=&EA&email&WorkRiseRFP&Practitioners&
https://www.urban.org/workrise/rfp-rfi/rfp-information-loi-form?cm_ven=ExactTarget&cm_cat=WorkRise_RFP+Announcement_Practitioners&cm_pla=All+Subscribers&cm_ite=Request+for+Proposal+(RFP)&cm_ainfo=&EA&email&WorkRiseRFP&Practitioners&
https://medium.com/data-policy/mapping-how-data-can-help-address-covid19-a7be2e631aec
https://medium.com/data-policy/mapping-how-data-can-help-address-covid19-a7be2e631aec
https://www.thegovlab.org/
https://medium.com/data-policy/mapping-how-data-can-help-address-covid19-a7be2e631aec
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Summary of Lessons from a February Convening of Smart People
No proposal bandwidth? Then learn from what you are doing right now. This guide should help.
It's not about COVID-19. Instead, it's full of analog disasters. Still too much? Go right to David
Slater's section on why we don't learn. Then do the opposite of what he describes.

  bennettinstitute....

A Roadmap for Reopening America: How to Save Lives and
Livelihoods (Webinar)
Reopening America & the World Volume I (Volume I, Volume II is coming soon) is Brookings
at its best – evidence-based insights on a broad range of public policy issues. It's useful to see
this content presented in a volume because it makes the interconnected nature of the challenges
more obvious. Still, you are busy. So if you need brevity and a break from screens, don your
headset, trainers, and mask, and play the webinar version linked here while you hike the
neighborhood. 

  brookings.edu

The #MBW Podcast

Our Very Own #WDQI
#MakingBetterWork Podcast
Now Has 17 Episodes! 

If you haven't subscribed, pull out your mobile
device and do it now!  
iTunes *  Stitcher *  GooglePlay
Search for Making Better Work on Google Play
(a quirk of the platform).

https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/REPORT_Policy_Lessons_from_Catastrophic_Events_-_FINAL_005.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/REPORT_Policy_Lessons_from_Catastrophic_Events_-_FINAL_005.pdf
https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/media/uploads/files/REPORT_Policy_Lessons_from_Catastrophic_Events_-_FINAL_005.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/events/a-roadmap-for-re-opening-america-how-to-save-lives-and-livelihoods/?utm_campaign=Events%3A%20COMM&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88753949&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.brookings.edu/events/a-roadmap-for-re-opening-america-how-to-save-lives-and-livelihoods/?utm_campaign=Events%3A%20COMM&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88753949&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/reopening-america-and-the-world/
https://www.brookings.edu/events/a-roadmap-for-re-opening-america-how-to-save-lives-and-livelihoods/?utm_campaign=Events%3A%20COMM&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88753949&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.brookings.edu/events/a-roadmap-for-re-opening-america-how-to-save-lives-and-livelihoods/?utm_campaign=Events%3A%20COMM&utm_medium=email&utm_content=88753949&utm_source=hs_email
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/making-better-work/id1453703241?mt=2
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/doug-foresta/making-better-work?refid=stpr
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/ps/Ivg3dblqweuworyekrb5iqxtdlu
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Again, we hope these new communication
channels will bring your work further into the
public domain so that kindred spirits in different
parts of the public data ecosystem can find each
other. It's a big job but somebody's got to do it.
Why not us?

Information Wants to Be Shared

This is the 17th edition of #MakingBetterWork, the perpetual beta
newsletter of the longitudinal workforce data community.  
We'd love your continued help in making it great (and your generosity of spirit when we don't quite
get there). We changed up the headers this month to make it easier to navigate. Let us know what
you think!
 
Here's our focus (always subject to change) going forward: 

COVID-19 (until future notice)
Impact (Products, legislation, key policy decisions, and more – what difference is WDQI
making in your state, community?)
Governance (In the words of one of our subject matter experts, "It's everything.")
Ecosystem (How do we better align public data efforts and work with nonprofit, foundation,
university, and other partners more effectively to address critical workforce and education
issues? How do we do this consistently, ethically, and responsibly?) 
Themes that run through WDQI events and activities:

Federal legislative mandates (WIOA – and evaluation, HEA, Perkins, etc.)
Trends in training: non-degree credentials, work-based learning, apprenticeship,
technology and distance learning, dual-systems, stackable credentials, etc.)
Future of Work – using data to help policymakers, institutional leaders, and the rest of
us navigate it
#DataViz – so more people can understand, interact with, and use the data and tools
we're all creating.

In case you've received this from a friend or colleague and don't know how to find us, we've
provided our contact information below. 

Kristin Wolff (Editor-in-Chief): Kristin_Wolff@spra.com 
Maureen Sarver (Chief WDQI TA Architect): Maureen_Sarver@spra.com

The views expressed are those of the authors and should not be attributed to the US Department of Labor or other public agencies (state,

federal, or local) participating in the Workforce Data Quality Initiative. Mentions of trade names, commercial products or organizations
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does not imply endorsement of same by the US Government or representatives. Click for information about WDQI.  

Know someone who needs this newsletter? Forward it or send them here.

https://publicate.it/?e=154830
https://www.doleta.gov/performance/workforcedatagrant09.cfm
https://mailchi.mp/903537e424bb/mbwnews

