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Education Offered Concurrently with Workforce 
Preparation and Training for a Specific 

Occupation 
WIOA YOUTH PROGRAM ELEMENT 

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Youth program includes 14 
program elements, which are required to be made available in each local area. The 
program elements outline a vision for supporting youth and young adults through an 
integrated service delivery system. This brief includes related information in the Act, the 
regulations, and guidance for this program element. 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

Section 3 (7): CAREER PATHWAY. —The term ‘‘career pathway’’ means a combination of 
rigorous and high-quality education, training, and other services that—  

(A) aligns with the skill needs of industries in the economy of the State or regional economy 
involved.  

(B) prepares an individual to be successful in any of a full range of secondary or postsecondary 
education options, including apprenticeships registered under the Act of August 16, 1937 
(commonly known as the ‘‘National Apprenticeship Act’’; 50 Stat. 664, chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 
50 et seq.) (referred to individually in this Act as an ‘‘apprenticeship’’, except in section 171);  

(C) includes counseling to support an individual in achieving the individual’s education and 
career goals;  

(D) includes, as appropriate, education offered concurrently with and in the same context as 
workforce preparation activities and training for a specific occupation or occupational cluster;  

(E) organizes education, training, and other services to meet the particular needs of an 
individual in a manner that accelerates the educational and career advancement of the 
individual to the extent practicable;  

(F) enables an individual to attain a secondary school diploma or its recognized equivalent, and 
at least 1 recognized postsecondary credential; and  

(G) helps an individual enter or advance within a specific occupation or occupational cluster. 

https://www.congress.gov/113/bills/hr803/BILLS-113hr803enr.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/29/50
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/29/50
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Section 129 (c)(2)(E): education offered concurrently with and in the same context as workforce 
preparation activities and training for a specific occupation or occupational cluster. 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Relevant Regulations 

§ 681.630 What does education offered concurrently with and in the same 
context as workforce preparation activities and training for a specific 
occupation or occupational cluster mean? 

This program element reflects an integrated education and training model and describes how workforce 
preparation activities, basic academic skills, and hands-on occupational skills training are to be taught 
within the same time frame and connected to training in a specific occupation, occupational cluster, or 
career pathway.  

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Relevant Guidance 

TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT GUIDANCE LETTER No. 21-16 | U.S. 
Department of Labor 
Program Element 5: Education offered concurrently with workforce preparation and training for 
a specific occupation 

20 CFR § 681.630 states that this program element reflects an integrated education and training model 
and describes how workforce preparation activities, basic academic skills, and hands-on occupational 
skills training are to be taught within the same time frame and connected to training in a specific 
occupation, occupational cluster, or career pathway. While programs developing basic academic skills, 
which are included as part of alternative secondary school services and dropout recovery services 
(program element 2), workforce preparation activities that occur as part of a work experience (program 
element 3), and occupational skills training (program element 4) can all occur separately and at 
different times (and thus are counted under separate program elements), this program element refers 
to the concurrent delivery of these services which make up an integrated education and training model. 

TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT GUIDANCE LETTER No. 08-15 | U.S. 
Department of Labor 
Partnership and Collaboration Opportunities with Title II – Adult Education and Family Literacy 
Act (AEFLA). 

Title II creates a partnership among the Federal government, states, and localities to provide, on a 
voluntary basis, adult education and literacy activities in order to: assist adults to become literate and 
obtain the knowledge and skills necessary for employment and self-sufficiency; assist adults who are 
parents or family members to become full partners in the educational development of their children and 
lead to sustainable improvements in the economic opportunities for their family; assist adults in 
attaining a secondary school diploma and in the transition to postsecondary education and training, 

https://www.congress.gov/113/bills/hr803/BILLS-113hr803enr.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-20/section-681.630
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-20/section-681.630
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-20/section-681.630
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/advisories/training-and-employment-guidance-letter-no-21-16
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/advisories/training-and-employment-guidance-letter-no-21-16
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-20/section-681.630
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/advisories/training-and-employment-guidance-letter-no-08-15
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/advisories/training-and-employment-guidance-letter-no-08-15
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including through career pathways; and support English language learners in improving their English 
reading, writing, speaking, comprehension, and mathematics skills and acquiring an understanding of 
the American system of Government. 

Individuals who are 16 years old or older and not enrolled in secondary school or required to be 
enrolled in secondary school under State law and meet the requirements of Section 203(4)(C) are 
eligible for Title II services. In this way, age eligibility for Title II services varies among states similar to 
youth eligibility criteria for OSY. Additionally, under WIOA, AEFLA expands what activities can be 
provided to eligible individuals. New activities include workforce preparation and integrated education 
and training, two activities that are prominent in the WIOA Youth program. This presents an important 
opportunity for Title I youth and Title II programs to coordinate to ensure successful education and 
employment outcomes for OSY. There are important changes in WIOA that should allow for increased 
alignment and coordination with WIOA Title I youth and Title II programs. Examples of where 
coordination can occur include: 

Emphasis on low-skilled adults: Title II (AEFLA) includes requirements for states to consider 
a number of factors when awarding grants or contracts. Factors include whether providers are 
serving individuals who are most in need of adult education and literacy services, including 
those with low levels of literacy skills or who are English language learners and the past 
effectiveness of providers in improving literacy of eligible individuals, especially with respect to 
individuals who have low levels of literacy. 

Integrated Education and Training, Workforce Preparation, and Career Pathways: WIOA 
promotes the integration of adult education with occupational education and training and 
workforce preparation, as well as the creation of career pathways for youth in Title I WIOA 
Youth Programs. The definition of “career pathway” is codified in WIOA Section 3(7). Title II 
authorizes the use of funds for integrated education and training and workforce preparation 
activities. Leveraging funding between WIOA Title II and the Title I Youth Program provides an 
opportunity to create a service strategy that concurrently enrolls OSY in education programs 
combined with workforce preparation and training. Partnering with Title II programs and 
leveraging resources effectively can assist local areas in meeting their requirement to develop 
and implement career pathways by aligning the employment, training, education, and supportive 
services youth need. (WIOA Section 107(d)(5)) 

Resources 
For additional resources on the program element, please visit: WorkforceGPS - Education Offered 
Concurrently with Workforce Preparation and Training. 

https://youth.workforcegps.org/resources/2017/03/20/09/14/Education-Offered-Concurrently-with-Workforce-Preparation-and-Training
https://youth.workforcegps.org/resources/2017/03/20/09/14/Education-Offered-Concurrently-with-Workforce-Preparation-and-Training
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