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Leah Arter:  Hello. Thank you for joining the Employment and Training Administration Success Story Podcast. I'm Leah Arter [ph] and today Sandra Santora [ph] will talk to us about her experience as a participant in the National Farmworker Jobs Program. 

Sandra is joined by Janet Cordova. Janet is the regional administrator for PathStone Corporation, which is the National Farmworker Jobs Program grantee in Pennsylvania. Sandra will be telling her story in Spanish, and Janet will be translating it to English. So, to begin, Sandra, please tell us about the kind of career you were interested in as a young person.

Sandra Santora:  Hi, everyone. Good afternoon. My name is Sandra Santora. Since I was a little girl living in Mexico, I dreamed of one day coming to the United States to work and someday save enough to buy my very own car. I have always enjoyed driving, even though many people have told me driving is not a job for women. I had always dreamed of one day being behind the wheel of a tractor trailer.

When I arrived to the United States, I did not have the opportunity to go to school. So, I had to work to be able to help out my family. I arrived, and I settled in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, the mushroom capital of the world. 

During my time here, I had different minimum wage jobs, like harvesting mushrooms, where I was making $150 to $200 a week. This was definitely not enough to support my family.

I dreamed of one day finding a job that would allow me to provide for my daughters and not have to worry if at the end of the month I would have enough money to pay for my food and to pay for my bills. As a single mother, I have struggled a lot to succeed.

Leah Arter:  Sandra, thank you for sharing. If you could also tell us about the kind of work you were doing before entering the NFJP program.

Sandra Santora:  Before qualifying for the NFJP program, I had been harvesting mushrooms and working for a nursery in a greenhouse. I was working with different types of flowers throughout all their greenhouses. This was a very difficult job because it was very physically demanding and I was exposed to the sun all day from 6:00 in the morning until 6:00 in the evening.

Leah Arter:  Wow. How did you learn of PathStone and the NFJP program?

Sandra Santora:  While working at the nursery, a friend of mine referred me to PathStone. She mentioned it was a nonprofit organization that helped agricultural workers find jobs and connect them to employers. I quickly asked her for the information, and I called the PathStone office.

When I called, I spoke to Janet Cordova. She let me know all the documentation needed to qualify for the NFJP program and all the services provided. I let her know I was working in agriculture, and I was looking for a job. 

It was not until I came into the office and I discussed my goals and my passion for driving that Janet let me know PathStone had a CDL training available for me. I was so excited, I couldn't believe it. I was jumping with excitement.

Janet guided me through the entire process. She connected me with the school, and we coordinated my start date. She constantly followed up with me and always motivated me to keep going and to complete the training. She even helped me review questions so I could pass my permit exams. 

It was very difficult for me, more than anything because of my English was not very good. But with my daily effort and my strong motivation to succeed, I successfully passed my exams and completed my 160-hour course and managed to obtain my CDL license. 

My daughters are my motivation to want to succeed in life. Everything I have done is for them and to provide them with a better future.

Leah Arter:  Congratulations, Sandra. What are you doing now, and how big of a change is this compared to the work you did before NFJP?

Sandra Santora:  Right now, I am a CDL driver driving a tractor trailer for To-Jo Mushrooms full-time. This has brought me many important changes. One of them is I am more confident in myself. I feel I am better suited to overcome any obstacle. 

I see my job as a career rather than just a job, and I can honestly say I wake up every morning wanting to go to work, which has never happened to me before. I truly enjoy what I do.

I'm extremely happy I'm able to provide and support my daughters. I am making four times more than I was making previously. This job has also given me the opportunity to set aside a savings account to someday in the near future buy my daughters their very own home.

I am also very grateful for the opportunity To-Jo Mushrooms has given me. As a female driver and recent student, not many companies want to hire recent graduates, let alone female drivers. The owners, Joseph and Tony D'Amico, and my coworkers at To-Jo Mushrooms have been very kind and very supportive.

Leah Arter:  Wow. That's wonderful to hear, Sandra. 

Janet, thinking about Sandra's story, can you tell us about what that means to you and PathStone?

Janet Cordova:  Her success definitely validates the National Farmworker Jobs Program. In addition, her story has inspired more female workers to enter nontraditional trainings and jobs. 

For me personally, it has been very rewarding working with Sandra. Guiding her through the process, and seeing her achieve her goals has been very inspiring. I am very proud of her. Her story is one of the reasons why NFJP continues to be a success.

Leah Arter:  Thank you for sharing, Janet. 

And, Sandra, what message would you want other farmworkers listening to this conversation to take away?

Sandra Santora:  I would like to motivate the farmworker community, in particular female farmworkers, that there are many opportunities to succeed in life. With the help of programs like NFJP, big changes can happen. 

I am very grateful to PathStone for the opportunity they gave me to attend AA School Trucking. If it wasn't for the support that PathStone gave me, I wouldn't have been able to attend the course to get my CDL license. 

In the same way, I want to motivate all those single mothers who want to take on a nontraditional job, such as being a truck driver, to continue, that everything is possible if they put their minds to it.

Leah Arter:  Wow. Thank you, Sandra and Janet, for sharing Sandra's story today. It has been inspiring. If our listeners are inspired as well and want to learn more, please visit the NFJP website at dol.gov/agencies/eta/agriculture or PathStone's website at PathStone.org. Or if you're listening on your computer, click the links provided to learn more about PathStone Corporation and the Farmworker Program. 

Again, thank you, Sandra, Janet, and PathStone for talking with us. Feel free to share the podcast link. Thank you for listening.
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