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Laycie Gwinn, SCWorks:  I was born and raised like right down the street from where the SCWorks building was, and I grew up working like every job you can imagine. Like I said, if you had looked at my resume and I told the truth, I had about like 24 or more orchestra and restaurants and doing whatever I could get my hands on -- cleaning houses, literally whatever I could do to make some kind of money to pay my bills.

And at the point in life that SCWorks came into my life, I had been kicked out of my home. I was in a really bad place. I was not feeling capable in any sort of way. And my partner at the time was like, I've heard about this; you should go check it out. I was at my wit's end. I was like, you know what? I was so desperate for a career, for a purpose, I guess.

And I walk through the doors, I went through the orientation; it was so easy. They make you want to be there and they really worked with my schedule. And just for me, like, sitting here now that I have a skill, I have a certification -- I have a legitimate skill and I found a passion and I found a purpose and I found what motivates me, you can't ask for better than that. Sometimes it makes me really emotional, just thinking about how, like, two years ago, if you had told me I would be in my own house and have a full-time job doing something that made -- you have to go to school for and get a certificate for, take a test for, I'd be like, no, I probably can't. 

And here I am two years later and I did it and I want to do more. And it's just a really good feeling. It's really empowering and it makes you feel really good about yourself. And I will sing SCWorks experience for the rest of my life, because they gave me something I couldn't get myself.
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